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WHO SUPPLIES YOUR DRINKING WATER?

Jackson County, Kansas - Rural Water District No. 3 is a non-profit quasi municipality. We have
eight water towers in our district with a combined storage of 2,350,000 gallons of water. We
have over 510 miles of pipeline in the ground and presently 1,886 water customers throughout
five counties, six cities, and the entire Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation reservation area. RWD
#3 has ground water sources from five wells, and our primary source of water is from the
Banner Creek Lake, located west of Holton. We also have water connections established as back
up water supplies with Nemaha RWD # 4, and Jackson County RWD # 1. RWD #3 and the City of
Holton are joint equal partners in Public Wholesale No. 18. We sell between 12-19 million
gallons each month to all of our customers combined.
The water district was started on May 24, 1971 by Edward S. Dunn and Charles A. Mannell.
We have over 500 miles of pipeline in the ground and presently 1,862 water customers
throughout five counties in Kansas those being Jackson, Jefferson, Atchison, Brown, and
Nemaha. RWD #3 serves water to six cities in Jackson County: those being Circleville, Denison,
Mayetta, Netawaka, Soldier and Whiting. RWD #3 provides water to the entire Prairie Band
Potawatomi Nation reservation area and all the Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation tribal entities
plus the Prairie Band Casino and Resort.
RWD #3 has ground water sources being five wells; 3 wells located North of Holton along 254th
road and two wells that serve the Whiting area. Our primary source of water is from the Banner
Creek Lake (a State owned lake) located west of Holton along Highway K-16.
RWD #3 and the City of Holton are joint partners in Public Wholesale No. 18. We pull about 814 million gallons each month from the Banner Creek Reservoir. We sell between 12-19 million
gallons each month to all of our customers combined from all of our water sources.
RWD #3 is a non-profit quasi municipality. We are tax exempt. We do not receive any funding
from Federal, State, Jackson County, or the City of Holton. The only revenues and "funds" we
receive are from our patrons via their water bills. We exist under Bylaws and Rules and
Regulations. Water meters are currently $4,500.00. Rural Water District # 3 responsibility stops

1

at the water meter and the customer's responsibility starts on the other side of the water meter
and with their private service line to their house.
Water Monthly Minimum with no gallons used is $25.00 a month. Water is billed at $6.55 per
thousand gallons of all water used with no sliding scale.
We are regulated by the state of Kansas Division of Health and Environment (KDHE) for water
quality and water testing and monitoring processes. We must take at a minimum of four state
water samples each month that test for total coliform among other things. Coliform is an
indicator for bacteria present in the water and may indicate we have a problem in the water
distribution system. We test quarterly for trihalomenthanes. We use combined chlorine and
ammonia to disinfect the water lines. We have eight water towers in our district with a
combined storage of 2,350,000 gallons of water. Our engineers are Bartlett and West of Topeka,
Kansas. CONTACT: Brenda Adkins 785-364-3056 for a Consumer Confidence Report. –
SOURCE: Rural Water District #3 website.

Air Program Updates :-Billie Toledo
The meteorological station encountered a lightning strike back in August and is no longer
collecting data until further notice. The strike traveled through the tower and fried the sensor
interconnect circuit board that houses the sensors and the data logger that collects and stores data.
The ambient air monitoring station is back online after the BAM-1020 monitor encountered
technical issues back in August. The monitor was sent back to the manufacturer where the motor
drive circuit board was found to be faulty and a motor resister was blown. The monitor has since
been received and was deployed on September 29th and is now collecting data.
The Basic Indoor Air Quality Assessment is expanding the services of investigation and will
transition into Advanced Assessments. The goal is to better understand healthy home needs
within the Tribal community to minimizing indoor air pollutant exposure, help decrease health
issues associated with, and increase awareness. The Air Program will partner with PBPN’s
Housing Department to conduct Advanced Assessments within Tribal housing. The Air
Program continues to welcome individuals who want to participate in assessments but are
not tenants under PBPN Housing.
Questionnaire:
What are your issues or concerns when it comes to indoor air quality in Tribal housing?
Please call 785-966-8032 or email billietoledo@pbpnation.org to voice your concerns and
comments. Information submitted will assist with FY ’18-‘19 Air Program components targeted
on outreach efforts and indoor air quality.

UPDATE ON CLEAN POWER PLAN:
White House and EPA’s Scott Pruitt are going to roll back the Clean Power Plan.
Adam Beam’s EPA chief says White House to roll back Obama-era clean power plan provided
details that the White House and EPA’s Pruitt was going to roll back Obama’s Clean Power Plan.
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Beam’s article highlights - “The war on coal is over,” EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt declared in
the coal mining state of Kentucky. For Pruitt, getting rid of the Clean Power Plan will mark the
culmination of a long fight he began as the elected attorney general of Oklahoma. Pruitt rejects
the consensus of scientists that man-man emissions from burning fossil fuels are the primary
driver of global climate change. President Donald Trump, who appointed Pruitt and shares his
skepticism of established climate science, promised to kill the Clean Power Plan during the 2016
campaign as part of his broader pledge to revive the nation’s struggling coal mines. Pruitt is
expected to declare that the Obama-era rule exceeded federal law by setting emissions standards
that power plants could not reasonably meet. Appearing at an event with Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell, Pruitt said, “The EPA and no federal agency should ever use its authority to
say to you we are going to declare war on any sector of our economy.”
How do the details from Beam’s article affect the PBPN community? The close vicinity of the
nearest coal fire power plants to the PBPN community means the emission exposure will not
change. There will be no decrease in pollutant exposure and communities will still face health
risks associated with the fossil fuel industry.
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/rundown/epa-chief-says-white-house-roll-back-obama-eraclean-power-plan/

Pledge for

Free Containers!

The Division of Planning and Environmental Protection is offering free 14gallon glass recycling containers to the first 25 customers that pledge to
participate in the glass recycling program. This pledge will oblige customers
to collect and drop off glass onsite at the Waste Management Center on 142nd
Road. Unfortunately, we do not provide curbside glass collection at this time.
However, the containers are appropriately-sized for easy transport and this is a
great opportunity to be an environmental hero.

We are also offering free 1.3-gallon stainless steel food waste containers to the
first 25 customers that pledge to reduce food waste in landfills. The pledge
requires customers utilize the containers as an alternative to dumping food in the
garbage cans. Inspired customers may feel motivated to initiate their own
backyard-composting project.

Finally, we are offering free 13-gallon mixed material recycling
containers to the first 20 customers that pledge to improve their total
home recycling efforts. This pledge will oblige customers to reduce
their waste disposal output and educate all household residents on the
benefits of recycling. We especially hope to reach the customers that
need some extra encouragement.

Glass collection bin on 142nd Rd
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Container glass is 100% recyclable, can be recycled endlessly, and is a
primary ingredient in fiberglass insulation and new glass containers.
Burying perfectly good glass in the landfill wastes all the material, energy,
and labor that went into making it.
Using recycled glass produces 20% less air pollution and 50% less water
pollution than creating new glass (or fiberglass) from raw materials.
Every ton of glass that’s recycled results in more than one ton of raw
materials saved. That’s 1,300 lbs. of sand, 410 lbs. of soda ash, 380 lbs. of
limestone, and 150 lbs. of feldspar.
Recycling just one glass bottle saves enough electricity to light a 100-watt
light bulb for four hours. (Imagine how long it would light a compact
fluorescent!)

Climate Change Communication Workshops-Ma’Ko’Quah Abigail Jones

On September 22-23, 2017, the Division of Planning and Environmental Protection held the first
of four Climate Change Communication Workshops. At the 2017 PBPN Pow Wow, PEP had an
education booth that discussed climate change info and concerns from local tribal communities.
We had 100+ visitors to our booth from the local community and various regional tribes.
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The goal of the first workshop was to gauge how informed the community felt about climate
change, and what are some primary concerns.
On October 30, 2017, the second of four Workshops was held at the PBPN Casino focusing on
Climate 101: Weather vs. Climate in the NE Kansas region. KS Service Climatologist, Mary
Knapp, hosted the workshop where participants got to design and provide feedback on a local
climate summary focusing on the PBPN Reservation, to be distributed to the PBPN community
during November.
The goal of the second workshop was to inform our community about local weather and climate
impacts and how it affects our personal lives.
Be on the lookout for our November workshop featuring KU Grad Student Diana Restrepo where
she will be discussing water and climate, with a scenario of following a water droplet through our
watershed.
The fourth and final workshop will be held in December. Information will be out soon!
For information and equipment to participate in the Kansas Community Collaborative Rain, Hail
and Snow (CoCoRaHS) Network by collecting and recording rain data for our local community,
please contact AbigailJones@pbpnation.org or call 966-8034.

DO YOU HAVE A DOMESTIC WELL?

The PEP Dept. is offering FREE sampling of your well water.
Contact Verna Potts at 785-966-8031
Pesticide Application on the Reservation
PBPN community members frequently inquire about pesticide use on the
Reservation, particularly aerial application of herbicide. The Tribe has a standing
agreement with the Kansas Department of Agriculture and United States
Environmental Protection Agency to guide the inspection or investigation of
complaints within the exterior boundaries of the Reservation. Reservation
residents concerned about location, property damages/injuries, and/or health
symptoms related to application activities, can contact the PBPN Division of
Planning and Environmental Protection at 785-966-2946.
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AUGUST 21, 2017 A TOTAL
ECLIPSE MADE ITS WAY
ACROSS THE UNITED STATES.
THE PBPN RESERVATION WAS
JUST ON THE OUTSIDE BOARD
OF ITS PATH. ALTHOUGH IT
WAS CLOUDY THAT DAY, WE
STILL GOT TO SEE THE
ECLIPSE.
A TOTAL ECLIPSE CAN LAST
UP TO 7 MINUTES AND CAN
OCCUR EVERY 2-3 YEARS.
IF YOU STILL HAVE ECLIPSE
GLASSES, PLEASE RECYCLE
THEM AT THE PEP OFFICE AT
15498 K ROAD.
RECYCLED GLASSES WILL BE
SENT TO ASTRONOMERS
WTIHOUT BOARDERS FOR
THE NEXT TOTAL ECLIPSE.
KIDS IN SOUTH AMERICA AND
ASIA WILL BENEFIT FROM
THIS DONATION
.

“You can't change the world; you can't fix the whole environment. But you
can recycle. You can turn the water off when you're brushing your teeth.
You can do small things.” -Patti Smith
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Tribes Tour the Reservation
In September, Tribal Representatives from across the country, including Alaska and Washington D.C.,
visited the Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation Reservation. The Division of Planning and Environmental
Protection hosted the tour as part of a training class provided by the Northern Arizona University’s Institute
for Tribal Environmental Professionals, the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe, and the PBPN. In addition to
visiting the PBPN’s composting, wastewater, and recycling facilities, the guests had the opportunity to view
one of the buffalo herds and tour the Jackson County Transfer Station. The Tribal guests were thoroughly
impressed with the cleanliness and upkeep; with many declaring our Reservation to be “the cleanest”, they
have ever seen.
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SOLID WASTE UPDATES:
During the final weeks of October the two remaining
dumpster sites have been officially closed. N Road and O
Road dumpster sites are no longer open to the community,
tribal or non-tribal. Please utilize the Jackson County
Transfer Station at 10690 166th Road, Rolling Meadows on
HWY 75, or P.E.P service applications for your disposal
needs.
The curbside disposal and recycling services will begin
processing Service Agreements for new customers early
2018. To request a Service Agreement packet and be placed
on the waiting list call Billie Toledo at 785-966-8031.
The monthly curbside disposal fees will increase early 2018.
The increase has yet to be finalized as the fee schedule
review is still underway.
REPORT ILLEGAL DUMPING: 966-2946
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